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INTRODUCT TON 


l. This report for Negro enlisted men is a supplement to the report, 
_ Vp Problems of White Enlisted Men in MTOUSA (Report 122 i-L) 4 The only 
data reported in detail in this supplement are those where Negro and white 
troops are strikingly different,;: Therefore‘the report for white EM contains 
many topics not, discussed here because bhe Negro data do not change the 
story. aie ak ae wee ee 


2s ‘This report is based‘on a survey of &63 Negro Hi, It was made at 
the same time that the survey of white troops was made under exactly the 
same conditions ‘as those outlined in the main report, with the exception 
that all assistants to the class leader were Negro EM. In administering 
the questionnaire all introductory speeches were made by trained white Hif 
from the staff of the Research Branch, but aid to men on low literacy levels 
' er ‘others who might have questions was supplied individually by Negro Hil 
trained for that purpose prior to ‘the work in any Negro outfit. 


32. The Negro data are treated separately because it soon becomes 
apparent that the Negro soldier is up against a different situation and 
he reacts to it differently than the white soldier, His sexual contact 
rates and VD (venereal disease) rates are so different that any average 
of the two is quite meaningless, 
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I. MAIN FINDINGS 
ls Frequency of Sexual Intercourse | 


00696 per cent of the Negroes say they have had intercourse in Italy. 
(Their average overseas tour is about 15 months, ) 

eeethcir averase frequency of intercourse is 2 to 3 times per month, 

eeeWhen age, education, or marital status is held constant, it is. still 
true that Negroes are more likely to have had sehr Coury in Italy 
than whites, and to have had it more ‘frequently, 


Sexual Exposure and VD 


eeoo4 per cent of the Negroes say they have had VD sometime in their life, 
with 21 per cent reporting one or more infections since coming overseas 
(not necessarily Italy). (White figures; 15% and 8%, respectively). 

eeelS per cent of the men who have been infected overseas heve .been in- 
fected more than once while overseas (whites, 10%). 

eosapproximately 7 cases of VD arise from each 1000 sexual contacts made 
by Negroes in this Theater (waft, 4 per 1000). 


Preventive Practices of the Men 


eeealthcugh Negroes constitute only about 15 per ecnt of Theater strength, 
they contributed 36 per cent of the VD in the Theater during the mont he 
just preceding the study (May “and June 1945). 

eesthere is no indication that this is due to inferior prephylactic prac- 
tices, for 65 pcr cent of Negroes (as compared to 43 per cent for 
Whites) say they always use both condom and Fro. 

seellggroes are less likely to "shack up" all night. 

eeellegroes are much more likely to say they must carry a rubber or Pre— 
Kit when on pass. 

eseliegroes are less likely to say they drink before having intercourse. 

ee Jlegroes indicate that they are less tolerant of a man who gets VD. 


The Probable Cause of Higher VD Rates per 1000 Exposures Among Negroes 


eeeas the Negroes point out in numerous freely written comments, the heart 
ef the problem seems to be that the women to whom they have access are 
much more likely to be diseased on the average than the women that whit 
i contact, 


Other Di?ferences Between Whites and Negroes - 


»«eNegroes hear many more VD talks and see many more VD movies than whites 

eeealthough they get to town on pass as frequently as whites, Negroes get 
fewer overnight passes, 

eeeWhen on pass, they are more likely to say they look for a woman and 
less likely to say they look for liquor than whites, 

eoothey are more likely to think penicillin is a sure cure for VD than 
whites, but both groups lack infcrmation on this point. - 


NOTE: The Conclusion to this report will be found on Page 16. 
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II, DETAILED FINDINGS 


l. Frequency of Sexual Intercourse 


Practically all, 96 per cent, of the Negroes in this cross-sectional study 
report that they-have had intercourse’ in Italy, whereas 73 per cent,of white Eil 
report intercourse in Italy. These facts-are of major importance in understand- 
ing the higher VD rates that almost always characterize the Negro Ei., When whites 
and Negroes are compared age by age, educational level by educational, level, or 
marital status by marital status, it is found that the Negroes still are more 
likely to have had intercourse, and that they have intercourse more frequently 
than whites. It should be noted, too, that Negroes have been overseas an average 
of slightly under 16 months .as compared to 21 months for.whites. At the end of 
14 months, it can be safely assumed that there would have. been somewhat under 
. 73 per cent of the whites saying that they had had intercourse in Italy, which 
would make the disparity between whites and Negroes even greater for’ any equiva- 
lent time period. re He 


The Negroes who have had intercourse in Italy say they have had relations 
an average of 2 to 3 tines per month, which is a higher rate of intercourse than 
that reported’ by whites (2.5 times per month for Negroes; 1.75 times’ per month 
for whites). One Negro in five says that he has relations at least once a week, 
as shown in Table l: 

Table 1 
Per cent sayinge.e 
At least once a week 


Three or four times 2 month 


Once or twice 4 month 


Less than once a month 


Not since I'vé been in Italy 


This pattern of more frequent intercourse among Negroes can be expected to 
persist, for 91 per cent say they "expcet" to have intercourse, or they "might" 
have intercourse in the future while in Italy. 
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2. Sexual Exposure and VD 


ae Extent of VD. Fifty-four per dent of the Negro soldiers have had VD some 
time in their lives (whites - 15%), and.21 per cent of the Negroes have had VD 
while overseas (whites — &%): 


Table 2 
Men reporting one or more infections... No. of Cases ~ Per cent 

Total overseas infected men ¢182) (21.1) 
Overseas only . 85 98 
Oversexs & in garrison* both 35 ; Aol 
Overseas & in civilian life rae 4.8 
Overseas, garrison & civilian life 21 . 2h 
Total infected men prior to overseas (286) (33.2) 
Garrison only | | | yn ee 7.0 
Garrison & civilian life both, but not overseas 48 526 
Civilian life only 172 20.0 
Men not infected,or No answore** 222, 45.7 
Totak! 863 * 100.0% 


*Garrison is defined as prior to overseas but while in the Army, 

**About 5 per cent of the men failed to answer the question. It cannot be as- 
sumed that all oi these men have had VD, and are mercly avoiding the questic 
because many of them show low levels of literacy. Since they were all in-,. 
cluded in the table with the non-infected men, the 54 per cent who have bee: 
infected is conservetive, 


Sixteen per cent of these Negro soldiers who report an infection while ove: 
seas say they have been infectcd more than once while overseas, wifh an average 
of 1.3 infections per man in the group that has been infected while overseas, 
When the total number of infections they report is converted into i0COmen per anm 
a rate of 213 is obtained, which compares very closely with the Theater average 
rate of 219, 4s computed from medical reports, Z | 


of The survey rate of 213 cases of VD per 1090 men per annum was obtained by reduc- 
ing the total avmber of infections reported while overseas from a 1¢~month basi. 
(which is the mcdien number of months served overseas by these men) to a 12-mon 
basis, and converting to a rate per 10900 men, The Theater rate of 219.is a sim) 
arithmetic average cf the retes reported for the period January 1943 through Ju: 
1945, which covers the period of overseas service for almost all of the men in 
the study, with a correction of 9.3 per cent applied to compensate for the fast 
that men who are diagnosed as having two or more types of VD at the same’ ‘time a 
counted as two or more,men in the appropriate tables of types of VD, This cor+ 
‘rective factor for Negro HM was supplied by the Preventive Medicine Branch on t 
basis of a statistical study made by them, I> attempt was made in the survey --: 
differentiate between types of VD, mor were the men asked if they had more than 
ane type of VD at the time of diagnosis, 
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The fact thot the survey rate of 213 ber 1000 per annun : anaee coincides 
with the Theater rates is an indication thxt this sample of Negro Hi is repre— 
sentative of the men in the Theater, and that the men feel free to report inti- 
mate matters under the anonymous conditions of this questionnaire. This is a 
‘very import ant matter, for the Negro soldier is fréquently reminded of his high 
VD rate in talks or lectures on VD, and could ‘conceivably be very defensive and 
reluctant to tell the truth. This would be especially trues if the circumstances 
under which he was being questioned suggested to him that there might be some 
sort of retribution: should the facts: about his individual behavior become known, 


be Relation 1 of exposure to VD. Among Negro Ei, there are about 7-cases of 
VD per 1000 sexual contacts, which is considerably <r cher than aa AS per 1000 
for white Eli, of 


As was true of white Ei also, those me) sige hive most. frequent contact over- 
.- seas have lover VD infection rates per 1000 contacts, “Because they expose them~ 
selves much more frequently, however, the men, both whites and Negroes, who have 


‘". most sexual contact have accutulated the largest proportion of VD during their 


entire overseas tour of duty. ‘ 


The general relationships between frequency of exposure and VD are the same 
for whites and Negroes, The iaportent difference is in the higher proportion of 
_ Negroes who make sexuel contacts and in the higher VD rate that results from ead. | 
ae eEXPOSUTe Se ‘These need further examination. | 


Fe* ferent netitler namin wince c F ‘ s ‘ 


af When the fciaow st vdnees of: AEA 65, 000 “tat EM alla. May and 
_* June (period for which most. of the.men were reporting frequency of ‘sexual 
ffi oe shalt, is multiplied first by 96 per cent (proportion who have inter} 
course), second by 2.5 sexuel contacte per man, and then by 7 cases of VD 
per 10CO, contacts, it is estimated thet.about 1090 cases of VD: should ap= 
« pear agong Negro Eli for one month in that period. In May and June an av- 
-erage of 1070 cases was actually reported by unit. surgeons. This is sub- 
. .Stantial proof that both the rate of ‘sexual contactwas reported'by the men 
iit, wei. ‘and the rate of 7 cases of VD per 1000 exposures are peeyabiies 
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3. Preventive Practices of the Men 


In view of the fact that Negro EB constituted only about 15 per cent of the 
Theater strength but contributed 36 per cent of the VD in the Theater during the 
months just preceding the study (lisyinnd June, 1945), it is possible that their 
- preventative prictices are the answer to the problem, However,.a striking fact 
of this survey is that Negro EM indici.te that they have better ottsicourg aaa hab— 

its | than do whites (Table 3): 


Table 3 
Proportion whoees Necroes . Whites 
Always use a rubber AND, 
‘Always take & Fro . : Pe 65% 434% 
Perhaps take a-Pro ~ | Ae ai 25 
Usually donit take a Pro 1 7 


iMay or may not use a rubber AND, 


. Always take a Pro 7 9 
Perhaps take a Pro ~ 11 12 
Usuilly don't take a Pro ne 3 coe 

: Total 1L0% - 100% 


“There is < possibility that the Negro who says that he uses prophylaxis may 
still not use it as well as the white soldier, and that this accounts for all o1 
part of his excessive VD rate per 1000 contacts. So far asthe dttaof the survey 
are concerned, however, such 2 judgement is purely speculative, The indirect 
evidence of the study would suggest’ that the Negro. probably knows how to use th< 

“procedures of prophylaxis as’ expertly as the whites for several reasons: 


(1) The teahiiques aie bt complex 
(2) He has seen the techniques denonstrated over ee over bata. in movies. 
especially ~ much more often than whites in fact, as will be shown late 
. (3) When it comes to exact information on VD, he scored as high on a 7-ques 
tion quiz as did whites in spite of a lower average educational achieve 
as probably because he hes heard the material repeated so seeding 


As was true of unites also, those. men who have the most frequent Widadeniccea: 
‘and those-who have had VD are more likely to say they don't always use the doub] 
precaution’ of condom and Pro, but none of the Negro sub-groups just referred to 
are ever as likely as waites to ‘indicate ate that they don't take the doubts Preseuhich 


There are other ne of evidence pointing to thie cfaet that Mikasa have at 


least as good prophylactic habits or scxual practices as whites. Very briefly 
they are: ae ; 
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_ Visiecals are definitely less Likely to " sedan 0 : light aid ie girl 


than whites, which should work toward a “lower VD fate pef 1000 contacts, Among 
those who have intercourse in Italy, 67 per cent of whites and 82 per cent of 
Negroes say the} tusually just stay a short time" with the girl. Therefore, the 
‘Negro: would renerally be better abke to reach @ Pro Station. within 2-heurs after 
intertourse. . 


b. Whereas only 12 per cent of white troops seid that "Everybody: must have 
one (rabters or Pro Kits) before’ he goes on pass", 42 per cent of. Negroes checker 
 - that response. Any excessive VD: ‘eMONg. Negroes cannot ihe, traced. ta tepagpenibil- 
, ne o ga ees a i 9 , 

c. Negro and white EM are ‘amicus likely to say tiner ‘ana in . Italy kal 

in each group}, and those. who say they drink most are also more likely to sa; 
they -have intercourse very frequently. However, Nezroes- are ‘mush § cd likely to 
“say as have a Sew just. PEaOP to having intercourse. (Table. As 


—— 


Table A 


Question: "\.hen you have intercourse over here » do you usually have a couple of 
‘arin first?" | ; 
‘Among men who have 
i ~ had intercourse in 
Proportion. sayingoes 


fie roeés ‘Whites 


Ms "Tt? 


Aah Sy is onan ys ha ave a. ‘couple of drinks first | is ae © 10% eas _, 2 
About half the tine, I have a couple. of drinks. first _ 1b : * Bate 23 
No, I hardly ever drink before sexual intercourse ! vba AL 29 
<<, Noy I never drink before having sexual intercourse’ 234 | | 22 
) PIM es sity ig MOR 20% 


. d. Negroes are less “Likely to be tolerant. than whites of a hh who gets VD. ° 
While 30 per cent of Negroes say they would hold it’against su¢éh a a man whether 


3 , or not he went on sick call right away, only 15 per cent of whites madé that re-~ 


ply. Thus, there is somewhat more social pressure among Negroes leveled at Ahn 
‘man who is BaPELHGS». 
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“fora lower rats of ‘YD por 1000 sex193 contacts, th. Nosroos* rats of 7 cases 
per 1000 exposures in tits Thontor is almost double + at of the whitos (4 por 
1000). 
differance scatis to bs Aus chiofly to tho fact tht the wouon 
Negroes hevs 2ccess are imch-moro likoly te bo disso sd. Con 


wh: 3n 
De 08 


In spit. of slr the So linos ef converging ovidenco which should mako 


As. was mentionod or Pago 18 of tho roport for white @ 
o wiom tho 
quontly, 
prophyle sie fails or if the mon do not tu: ol t> preeoutions 
sary, thoa thsy ro much more likoly te os i foctod. 


Meny of th: Nogross ard well aware of this »vroblon 224 in the blonk 


space provided at ths snd of th» quosStionniirs for. further "eotments , 
criticisns ; or suggcstions that you hoven't had . cennco to write 2bcut 
clroadyt, th> peoblom of infoétod. weomst-was.on3, of to.-m in tiomes. As 


they. 


Seo their problom, the Nogroes*® inability to >-ve contacts with clcan 


womon is chicfly dus to MP activity, 2nd. to ths romerk: of »tite soldiors 
to the natives girls which load the more desirczbl Oiton to Aveid Nogroes, 


They 


would trost 11 soldiors slike, tioix VD rate wold bo uo highor 


that 


clain that if whito Hi would not crouse raci:l projudice sid if MP's 


for white Mi, if as high. © Tho following comionts ore typies 


range of r uaarks written ty ths Nogroas: 


‘ow to pOer VD? Stop sorserogation =- poriod.” 

"This survoy or pai vee doos not axplain tho roason for high 

VD. ae mong nogro troops, “Thoro are other prineiplos which mst 
bo undarstood. Meme combat. troops ar2'nen cr*ivels in It2ly and 
our fol tee hito” soldiors Uineve so influenced the bottor group 

of civilians thot nothing is loft mt th. peor cigcoas: 

and 211k min will indulge in scxmsl effairs rognrdloss.° It is not 
mattcore..of our..not knowing so much: 29 it is: tit. wo 4nvs.no 
slternative. O.f., put us in tho woods - a san crow” us to tho 
civilians + 91nd the Amoricin Arniy will romain cissrecod, With 


. your cooporation, though, wo o1n wipo out Ve, SEO ulcly,. white 


4, Tho Probable Ceuse of Nishor VD Rates per 1000 Exposures Among Nogrocs 


od Itolian trash 


officials havo not dealt sericusly so mich th tho control of VD. 


oe thoy hava to koop us away from thys> tio. -omon,. Tolcombat 
V.D,. it has not worked asd yo hove foils. ars. human, you 
know, ond wo do humin thines." 


- Noy 28, to ths s8sociction cf rolddiors and Ibelik cs. womens  T hove 


found that tiira has bon mitto’s bit of oroone*nds an@ just plein 
lias coneorning colored soldicrs, This © cos morse to inerdass tho 
associntionr with’ tho boss disifabh: typo of ‘om. ~ than onythine 
olso... Yor instance, i Mlorore>, tho girle oy ar. iavitod to the 
Rost, Coator. wors told that if tosy wors soun Cocing or othorwiso 
Associating with eolerod Scldiors, thoy would savor bo AlSowod ‘to 
roturn te tho Rost Contor. «This I cot. from one cl th> girls who 
‘had boon so "ostraeizod", Tis is BOG wifacr <a vory dotrimo trl 
to tho morolo of ths eolorad soldior. 
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"The ronson that so many soldiors have como i+ contact with V.D. 

is bocnuse whon 9 follo moots 2 nico girl from - nies family he 
likes to walk ond talk with hor ond not always 2t homo. But around 
hore whon 2 Nogro soldior takes a girl out the ?P's look upon hor 
ag 9 whore, Thoy trks hor down to have 2 physicecnl omminotion of 
hor, which she dovs not like. Thon > lot cf ths bottor elass girls 
arc afraid they might havo to de tho samo thi-g, so most of tho 
soldicrs turn to whores which brings about ° “ishor rato of VD." 


"Tho on2 thing I would liko to suggost is th-t our whito brothor, who 
in turn cells himsolf an Amorican and foug2t this war to proscorve tho 
torm domocracy or its sacrod monining, would reofcin from tolling 
the Italian peopl: tat the Nogro is no good. On mony oecasions tho 
Civilions ask us why our white brothor sponks in such bolittling 
torms of us, when in turn thay obsorve our reo °d area not ablo to 
rscall tho bad they claim wo possoss. Romonboer, thoy vitnoss tho 
dying of our dork brothors clso," 


"T would liko to state horo that tho trootmant i: th: Fifth Army 
Rost Conters hos boon 2lmost totrzlly fair. T ors: h-s boon somo 
Outward signs of rosontmont won danecs arc 2lld but oven thot 
shows signs of 2Dleviction. It could holp a lot if tho "vince 
blocdod' Americcns would stop thair wagelin« tonsucs in undormining 
tha negro. Thoir inecossont 'scldati nori sono poeci wuonit (tho 
Nogro Soldior is not mech good) doos more towards th. uphoaval in 
this division of ths VD reto thon snythinge olss. The bottor typo 
girls ore afrmid of tho insidious propagend. so-void by our whito 
soldiors, Thorforo, if 1 drive to stop outlisdish slandorings wor: - 
stortod, wo could stop tho rush t° the tersinos® boecuso thero thay 
draw no lino. How about it?” 


"I mst criticizo my follow scldior, th: whito scldiar, who goos 
around tolling those Itolian poopls about th ‘Snoricenan nogro 
soldior. I think it-is tho lowest, ths iorst, 2 mn ein do. For 

it lonvos mo so, if I do wont 9 girl or a frissud, I must pick on _ 
what thay hovo loft ovor or somothing to tit offoact, so tact lots — 
mo in. for more -vonorotl disons. and so aony cthor hoadachos. Lat 

us pull mors togothor ond it will b: bottor for n> and my raco." 


"I fool thot mon wonld pay mors attantion to thir hoalth if thoy woro 
permittod to visit in moro or loSs docont 10225 without boing molost 4 
by MP's. Also, if mon.wors pormittod to rides thoir civilian girl | 
frionds to and from portics 21d dancos, 1 botter type of girl.iwould 
bo attractcd to thos> affeirs." 


"T boldov> that tho VD rate would bo lowor if t>.o MP wouldn't 


classify 3:11 of th» civilian girls as prostitutss thrt aro erught - 
with . colored soldior. PIoaso noto." 
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"Tf thoro eo bo somothing done about tho ae against tho 

nogro soOldior-to ths Italisn poopls, thon « mon wouldn't havo to 
hove somal intorcours?: in th; woods, or with anything that ho my 
find, Porsonally, I hoven't soon a (monksy) tril on any humen, ond 
it roally hurts to. hoar those damnod Italians -sk whore is it. 

With rumors lik> that, how cain I associat ith Pisa ai G but tho 
scum of Itely, ond this is th roason thit we “ivo such a high rato 
in VD. You figuro it out." . “ 


"If tho falsc rumors about ths nogro soldiors wor. wipod out it 
would be mech bettar for him: to got alongs without a high rato 

of VD. Thlso awful rumors aro spread by our Amecrican white 
soldiors, which only shows ignoraneo on their onrt, for tho 
noero_is "not to bo leughod at or pitisd, for hc is an intolligont 
min, Rosulting from those rumors, th» color:d soldior his to 
rasort to tho tseumt of ths omon, or to hove 2 scxual intorcourse 
Which ho knows. oven befors h2 starts is usisalily - WD .ost, thus 
making our VD rote slightly higher than most troops." 


In viow of tho facts, (1) that th. Nogro soldicrs sntored tho 
Thoator froo of VD, 1s did tho whitas, (2) thot t>.y indicate that 
thoy have as good or bottor trovontivo practices as ti. whitos, ond 
(3) that thoy havo dofinitoly highor WD rates tien t> whitos, tho 
Nogrocs': claim that ths meh highor rotos aro th: rosuit of diseriination 
sooms phe cir! correct. It should bo addod, howover, thet 2s long 1s 
the Negro hos more frequont soxunl contacts than whitos, thon he would | 
Still hve more total WD thin whitss as a rosult of t> oxtra num bor of 
contacts, ovon if his rato wore ths samo as that of white (4 casos of 
VD per 1000 oxposuras rathor thon 7). If ho had aceoss to womon who ar> 
just as cloon 1s thoss contaectod in this Thontor by whito EM, it is 
ontiroly posgibls thot his bettor provontivoe practicsos, if continuod, 
would offsot tho risk of tho additional -eposure to which h; subjocts 
himsslf. ; 


2 possibility that the Nogro soldiocr is not tolling the truth about 
his broscnt prophylactic vracticos ean bs discounted in viow of two facts: 


(1) It was domonstrateod proviously tht ho wos berg tho truth ~-—— 
about his froqueoncy of soxunl intorcourse tnd tia numbor of timos-h» has 
had VD. Th2so-ndmissions ar. just °s dimping as itaeie ons of dnadoquato 
prophylactic habits, siould he fool trat ths survoy wae somo sort of trap 
to catch him, porsonally. Tha franknoss of th: abovs fro: commonts an 
many others. not usad in this roport ilso indicat. litti.> foar on tho part of 
tho writors about possibls consoquoices, 

(2) Tho Nogro krows t’at ho is contacting woimsr who aro vory likly 
to bo discasad, and tho fact tnt he roports bottcr prophylactic practicos 
than whites is 0 ‘b2 oxpoetod. 
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S. Othor Difforences Rotwoun ‘hitos and Nogross 


_ Thore ar3 cortain other attitud 2s ond mractiews ascodiatod with WD 
whieh have bo.oh discussed at achethoih tho min tpn Me Tio tens that 
follow indicate those points aharo whites and Nogross diffor significantly: 


ta 


Qe Nogro soldiors apo jmiéh moro Likoly to shy thay thought the las 
movi. on sox hygiono ond VD was “vory good” (Nogroos = 75%; “hitos~ 44 on 
-This was nso tras of ths porcontago saying th. de = talk or loctur> wis 
“yory good" (Nsercos - 68%3 whitcs - 56%). This cic ly favorebl. roaction 
axists in spito of ths fact-thet Nogroos rocs ive yee ire VD talks ond 
novies then whites. While tho avorago (modiaa) white s-ldi: or said 4g 
had hoard ong talk and. Had s90n on. Laeturo dn th. drov 
tho avorage Nogro roportsd about four movios aad 10, bolks on We 

- be Tho only important diffarones botwodn yt snd kab ot in 
tho way thoy mo oontncts with womon in Italy is t.:t Nogroos aro 
dofinitsly mors Lik ly t> sav thas, "L found-hor hous. or apartmort by mys: olf, 
Whorois 15. por eont of wodtos solocted thet se lichin por cont of \Nogroos ; 
cid. This indicates. a “Ere stor PIE sularity Of Soxux] contact song Nogrocs 
th an wos truo of whitos. . 


. Cy Nogroes aro TbLo. Gy o8 Go TONE OP cay of: Dias “§. pocnonbly 
28 Mhitos, wd thoy ara as Llikoly to-sey thoy got foir-sharo of passes.’ 
Howover, “oercos got fower ovornight 2:.ss0s thor cyitce pe of: wiit os° and 
90% Of Mogrovs. howo never had a: overnight pias in Tetly), but it. is 
possibl:> thot Nhgraes zr: vice fowor ovornaigit MASSES, Ro enrdloss of 
why this. -appons, it pad Shot Noeress will. hevs Power. "abrel jobs" 
and’ thus loss sxpoesuro yada gf thosa Peop! wisetieslly vice ugirablo conditions, 


"a et tacy ary on ‘Tass, owe hos frankly shat. tit. tho sceareh. for 
Women is th: most common cetivity. Tabi > 5 givos 4 summery..cf frooly 
writton comamts’on wint thoy do ‘when on poss for thc. items whore whites 
snd Nogrocs ir. signifscantly diffor wt. Tiayroce EPAOe Say troy sonrch 
for liquor 2nd noviss mest. froqucntly tho Nogracs'. cy of commer} was about 
Looking for wemsnt eae ' ee 
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Whitimon scy thay do. when on pissy se.» 
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Look for. 2 Penn Fe | 15% 31% 
Look for licuor ae Baia A 40 
Go. to Rod. Cress Chub ju . 30 24. 

2€0 to Hovis, ops, Furs: 2 40 
Co on Siphtes}>ite tour A? 2 
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* ines the mm-could itdicits wy wumbor of xctivitics whild on pass, 
ths porcorvtages total mer. ticn 100... 


Do RUSTRICTED 


—_ o~ 
RESTRICTED vo Le 


Oo. Nogroos oro loss likoly to sugg2st thot t.> Army should sanction 
prost itut ion’ outright and toks stops to control it in s#hs7ir rosponsc to 
th: quostion, ‘Whet do you think is ths bost thing t-t could bo dons to 
-koop ths mon fran. gotting VD?" “Whorcas 31 por cont of whitos mk3 tho 
Suggestion, only 15 per cant of Nogroos do. Instead, Nogroos arc more 
‘likely to omphasize eor:fulnoss 2nd tho traditiontl dmbl2 precaution - 
uso 9 condom; tak. 1 Pro (Nogrocs - 33%; whitos - 17%). 
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6. Ways in Which ‘hites and Negroos Are Alike 


Ordinsrily, if two groups roact aliko to a serics of questions, it is suf- 
ficiont to state the goncoral fact and ignore the dotail. This will not be dono 
in this section, howevor, because of the fact that somo cxpocted differonces be- 
twoen whites and Nogroves on many of tho itgws foiled to appoar, A good oxompl — 
of this is itom (a), that follows. Othor itoms are includod in ordor to complo’ 
tho story as briocfly as possiblo: 


ae Nogrocs score just about as woll on tho 7-question VD information tost 
as Whitos., “hile 90 por cont of whites got 4 or moro right answors, 88 por con 
of Negrocs did. While the two groups are alike on total scors, thore is ono 
question that stands out as an arca in which both whitos and Negroos scem to 
nced education, but especially the Negro, That question asked, (a)"Have you 
hoard or read about tho now drug (penicillin) thit is bcing used to treat von- 
cereal discasos?", and (b) "So far as you know, cin it curc all cases of gonor- 
rhea and syphilis?" Only 50 per ccnt of whites and 30 por cent of Nogroos got 
the pair of answers which are considered correct for the quiz ("Yos" to the fir 
question and "No" to the sccond), This is a poor showing, 


Convorsely, 22 por cont of whitss and 30 por cont of Negrocs said that 
penicillin will cure all cases of gonorrhoa and syphilis, Tho remaining mon 
indicated that they cither had not herrd of tho drug or did not know what it . 
could do. These monwho say positivoly that the drug will cure all cases of 
VD are a real problem for medical educators, It cannot be said that thess mor 
ore rolying only-upon a quick cure, and are not using any prophylexis, but it is 
possible that many of the mon now have a fecling of sccurity which leads thom 
to carclossness in foreplay or aftorvlay if not during the actual act of intor 
courso. Somo of tho men insist thaf they havc becen told by medical men that 
penicillin will indced curo’all casos of VD, If they have boon told this by 
Army or civilian pyhsicians, then marking thoir answors to this quostion 1s 
incorrect on tho quiz was an injustice to tho mon, for thoy havo no recourse 
but to rely upon authority, It is quite likoly, too, thot thoy would profor 
to boliove that ponicillin will cure 711 casos of VD if some modical mon siy 
thot it will, This is an aroa of confusion which proporly desorvos attontion 
from modical cducators. 


be Theoro is no important difforence botwecn whites ind Negroos in the pro- - 
portion who say thoy pay cash for intorcourse (whitos - 72%; Nogrocs = 76%), o¥ 
in the proportion who dcofinitoly pay with cigarottos, food, or clothing, 


c. Marricd Nogroés have less froquont intcrcourse than singlo Nogroos, 
Oldor Negroes havo less than tho younger, tho colloge bred less than thoso on 
lowor cducttion lovols, church momborSysliphtly loss froquont interecurss thar 
-ous¢hureh nombers, ond Northern Negroes slichtly loss t'an Southorn, ass was 
trus of whitos on those sane points, mono of thoso difforenecos woro vory largo 
t.ay dn :o way wipo cut tho fact th:t tho ero:t wKjority of : 


1en in any of tho. 
vorious groups hovu intercourse while overseas, 
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od ; 


d. With timo ovorsors, tho froquoncy of soxu:! contact snd tho por cont 
reporting VD builds up, 1s wos truo of whitos, 


Ge Sergeants report less fresuent intercourse wd loess VD ovorseas 
than -corporntls or privates 18 was true of whites, to. This is not an 
important finding in viovw of tho liklihood thot they oro older, more 
likoly to bo mrricd, 1n@ ospocially dus to tho fact th t miny ox-sorgeants 
scy thoy wore "pastod™ beeruse thoy had contractod VO. Now thoy arc 
privates or corporals, <nd th; infection is chorged statistically against 
the lowor renk, Thit this mttor of "busting" my bs xc minor matter is 
indienatod in the following commenthea Negro sergocnt: 


"In this battolion s mon thet catches 2 vonoru” 1 cdiscase is 
.lways busted and vory often court morticllod fer t»..t roason,. 
Ho will try ind cure it himsolf rather thon turn it in." 


f. Although thore is - groztor proportion cf “cerees who say thoy 
loft 2 girl bohind whom they oxpect to mrry (Nogrocs - 56%; whitos - 
42%), it is a fact thet hoving o "loy-1" swoothoort does not stop the 
najority of this group from hnving intercourse. This is 7s true for. 
whitcs as it is for Nogroes. : 


8» Nogroos who siy they usually drink bofore in ‘toreourso havs 
picked up significantly more VD whilo overseas, ts wis truo of whitos -1s0. 
Related to this is ths fact, 75 wos trus of whites, t’.1t thoy aro much loss 
likcly to say they have ack prophylactic hobits. fierce important is the 
fact noted in itom (c) of scetion 3 which points 
cut that fowor Nogroos say thsy drink bofor> intoreourse, which tonds to 
reduco tho dango: for Nogroos,. 


he Nogroos are 7s likely 1s whitos to hevo bars in their units 
or sonewhore “on limits” which thay eran pitronizo. 


i, Nogro outfits apparontly Imvo sonowhat more d ne€0s or rtios than 
white outfits (Nogro = 44% have thom onee - weok or svra; whito - 34°). 


je Thoro aro no significant diffecromescs in ts roquests of tio 
two groups for more diversionary ietivitios SRPORY tb ot Mogroos wore 
moro likoly t- roquost "Classos in difforoat schol subjects ind training 
for civilian jobs", while whites moro froquontly Bis Ween "Moro novics." 
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The N3ero soldiors have nore frequent sexual contects than white soldiers 
in Italy, That is a cardinal fact making for higher VD rates per 1000 soldiers 
even if it were true that their VD rate ver 1000 saxmal coutucts were the same 
as whites. Just why the Negro has more intercourse is a matter of speculation. 
the survey provides no data on this subject, 


His higher VD rate per 1000 soldiers is due to 2 combination of his more 
frecuent sexuel contact and the additional likelihowd that he will contact 
women who are diseased, It is probable that his better prophylzctic habits 
offset a proportion of this additional h-zard, ad it is possible that if the 
women to whom he had access were as free of dissase as are the weaen to whom 
the whites heave access, the Nesro's better provhylictic practices (if continued 
would offset the greater risk occasioned by his tende cy toward greater fre- 


suency of intercourse, 


T he Negro soldier scons to be as weki informec as the white on the fact. 
and problems of YD. T hersfore, if the task of getting him to reduce the 
frequency of hés scoxiual intec-course seems unlikely to »roduce results, the big 
stens for redyeing VD thet were suggested in the Conclusion to the white re- 
port are equally applicable to the Negro, Im addition, the Negroest own sug=- 
gestion that their situoticon with regard to VD coulc >2 improved if MPs treat@d 
them anc the girls with whoa they ore sean in exactly t»2 way they treat white 
soldiers who are seen with girls his considerable merit if the Army wants to 
reduce WD among Negroes, If it is true that Italian cirls who ars seen with 
Negro troops are likely to be takan by MPs for a physical sxamination samply 
because they are with Negro soldiers, ther indeod tho better elass of girls will 


stay away frou Negroes and tioy will have to resort to th» women of the weeds, 
woods, and the out-of-bounds “reas, 

T here is no ovidence from tho survey that suc’: rooressive MP activity 
reduces the Nogro's fraquoncy of contact. bus thers is evicones that it drives 
him toward a more infsets? class of women. “+t is possible that roprossive ac- 
tivity doos rocuce his frequency of contact. tus tais is Goubtful, It is just 
2S possible thet the Ne ro is stimlated to gvt around tho MPs somehow, since 
he knows that many of the wonen of Italy find ham guiteo acecptablo soxually, 
oven if the MPs disapprove of it, Hovovor, MP 2ctivity to date has probably 
influsne3d the Italian girl's behavior sufficicnily so that it is too late to 
change her attitudes, Such policy-making with rogerd +o the position and troct- 
mont of the Nogro soldizr vould have to come varly in the game. 
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The socond major sugevstion of the Nogr> to the offoct that white 
s-ldiors should cose sproading storics cmong Iteliins -lleging thot tho 
Negro is an inforicr boing, seems 4 real onotsch wy «ff roducing VD in the 

onso th-t it would meko avrilable te him « bettor class of ywomon,. Frama 
policy-miking point of viow, it is net clear just 1 ct the Army cculd.do 
at this Into dato thrt would bo dffoctive, As in Bh. ernso of MP retivity 
involving Nogroos and women, such steps to bo offcetive mst bo takon 
bofore 1 lne tl population “mich hrs little projutico ce inst Vorroos to 
begin vith, can come to cccuire than. 
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